Type 4 laryngotracheoesophageal cleft detected during fetoscopic endoluminal tracheal occlusion in a fetus with severe congenital diaphragmatic hernia.
Laryngotracheoesophageal (LTO) clefts are rare congenital defects caused by the failure of the tracheoesophageal septum to form. They are classified into four types based on the extent of the cleft. Type I involves a small cleft between the arytenoid cartilages whereas type IV refers to complete clefts of the larynx, trachea, and oesophagus that extend to the carina and result in a common oesophageal and tracheal lumen 1 . This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved.